Intradermal skin testing in the investigation of suspected anaphylactic reactions during anaesthesia--a retrospective survey.
An anaphylactic reaction is a rare, but severe anaesthetic complication. In this retrospective survey we report on patients with a severe suspected anaphylactic reaction during anaesthesia and the investigation with intradermal skin testing of these suspected anaphylactic reactions. In the patients with an anaphylactic reaction to neuromuscular blocking drugs, the subsequent anaesthetic history was examined. Sixty-five patients suffered a suspected anaphylactic reaction between 1976 and 2001. In 47 patients skin testing was performed and 43 of these patients had positive skin tests: neuromuscular blockings drugs and succinylcholine more specifically, were the most frequently incriminated drugs. After the anaphylactic reaction 19 patients had surgery on 26 occasions with the use of a skin-test-negative neuromuscular blocking drug; no problems occurred. Skin testing proved to be a reliable tool to investigate suspected anaphylactic reactions during anaesthesia and to guide the future use of neuromuscular blocking drugs.